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Holed up in the 
U.S.: Shutdown 
threatens jobs, 
hits markets 


President Donald Trump on Monday 
acknowledged fears the country could 
plunge into a recession and suggested the 
nation may be dealing with the coronavi- 
rus outbreak until July or August. 
Complete coverage: Pages A3-11 


Christopher Rugaber and Tim Sullivan Associated Press 


Millions of Americans holed up at home against the 
coronavirus Monday, with many of them thrown out of 
work until further notice, as authorities tightened the 
epic clampdown and the list of businesses forced to close 
across the U.S. extended to restaurants, bars, gyms and 
casinos. 

With the U.S. economy shuddering to a near-halt, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average plummeted nearly 3,000 
points, or 13%, its biggest one-day percentage loss since the 
Black Monday crash of 1987. 

The rapid work stoppage had Americans fretting about 
their jobs and their savings, threatened to overwhelm 
unemployment benefit programs, and heightened fears the 
country could plunge into a recession. 

President Donald Trump acknowledged that possibility 
for the first time and suggested the nation may be dealing 
with the virus until July or August. 

The number of infections in the U.S. climbed to nearly 
4,500, with at least 81 deaths, two-thirds of them in hard- 
hit Washington state, where many residents of a suburban 
Seattle nursing home have been cut down by the virus. 
Worldwide, more than 7,100 have died. 

Officials in six San Francisco Bay Area counties issued 
a “shelter in place” order affecting nearly 7 million people, 
requiring most residents to stay inside and venture out only 
for food, medicine or exercise for three weeks — the most 
drastic measure taken yet in the U.S. to curb the spread of 
the virus. 

“I know today’s order is a radical step. It has to be. We 
need to act now, all of us,” said Dr. Grant Colfax, director of 
the San Francisco Health Department. 
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THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK 


New coronavirus 


rules for Oregon 


Brown says the state is banning gatherings of more than 25 people for 


at least 4 weeks and limiting restaurants to delivery and takeout food 
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Along Cesar E. Chavez Boulevard in Southeast Portland, a sign advises people to stay off the streets. Beth Nakamura, staff 


Hillary Borrud The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Oregon Gov. Kate Brown announced 
Monday afternoon that she plans to ban 
gatherings of more than 25 people for at 
least a month and restrict restaurants and 
other establishments to serving takeout 
and delivery food only. 

Exemptions to the ban include grocery 
stores, pharmacies, retail stores and work- 
places, Brown said. 

At the same time, Brown urged Orego- 
nians to avoid being around more than 10 
people at a time and suggested businesses 
that cannot serve customers in a way that 
minimizes interpersonal contact should 
shut down completely during the pan- 
demic. 

“Can your business do the equivalent of 


HEALTH CARE 


restaurant takeout?” Brown asked. “If you 
cannot do that, I strongly urge you to close 
your doors to customers temporarily.” 

Oregon Health & Science University’s 
Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Renee Edwards, 
also took a different stance than earlier pub- 
lic statements by the governor and state pub- 
lic health officials when she said the lack of 
capacity for widespread COVID-19 testing is 
hampering efforts to slow the spread of the 
virus. 

Roughly 80 percent of people who con- 
tract the virus display few if any symp- 
toms, Edwards said during the press con- 
ference. 
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Oregon Gov. Kate Brown 
holds a news conference 
Monday afternoon to 
announce new restrictions. 
Dave Killen, staff 


Hospitals team up for expanded role 
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Jeff Manning and Ted Sickinger The Oregonian/OregonLive 


Stunned by projections that coronavirus victims could 
take up as many as 20% of Oregon’s hospital beds in less 
than a month, Oregon hospital executives are partnering to 
use their resources in a coordinated way to handle a surge 
of Oregonians who may soon need hospitalization. 

Gov. Kate Brown unveiled the new unified structure at a 
news conference Monday. 

Hospital leaders had met with Brown over the weekend 
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in hopes of taking a broader leadership role in the state’s 
coronavirus response. 

Their new sense of urgency was informed in part by a 
report from an OHSU researcher that contains alarming sta- 
tistics concerning the number of expected COVID-19 cases 
and the capability of Oregon hospitals to handle them. 
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